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BOOKNOTICES

LoKRAiNF Dasion and Kaiharini- Park. 1997. Wonders and the Order

of Nature, I 150-1750. (ISBN 0-912299-90-6, hbk.). Zone Books,

6 I 1 Broadway, Suite 608, NewYork, NY 1 00 12. Distributed by MIT
Press, Cambridge, MA. $34.00. 51 1 p]^., illustrated.

I'rom tlust jacket: "Wmiders d)iJ the On/cr of Niili/rc is about rhc ways in winch liuropcan

naciiralisis Irom tlic 1 li,i^li MkIcIIc Al;cs rliroui^li iiic ciili.ulircnmciu iiscel vvontlcr and won-

ders, die passion ami its objects, to envision tiiemseives and tiic natural world. Monsters,

gems riiat shone in tlie tlark, petnfynit; springs, celestial apparitions —these were the marvels

thar adorned romances, puzzled philosophers, Itired collectors, atul frightened (he devout.

Drawing on the histories of art, science, philosophy, anel literatiu'c, Lorrame Daston and

Katharine Park explore and explain how wontler and wonders lortificd princely |iower, re-

wove the texture ol scientific experience, anti sliapetl the sensibility ol intellectuals. This is

a histor\' ol the passions oi^ inciiiir)', ol how wonder sometmies intlamed, sometimes damp-

ened curiosity abotir n.irtires best-kept secrets. Relracted through the prism ol wonders,

the orik-r ol nature splinters into a spectrum ol orders, a tour t)l possible workls."

(;on(ents for Wonders niic! the Order of Ncit/a-e. / / 5(J-/ 7^0: Prelace, Introduction: At the

Limit, The Topography ol Wontler, The Properties ol Things, Wontler Among the Phi-

losophers, Marvclotis Particulars, Monsters: A Case ,Stud\-, Strange i'acts. Wonders ol Art,

Wontlers of Nature, The Passions of Int]uiry, The luilightenment anil the Anti-Marvelous,

Epilogue, Photo Credits, Notes, Bibliography, and Index.

Adi-.l Jai.h.i and Zii^A Jam/ad. 1999. Red Data Book of Iran. A Prelimi-

nary Survey of Endemic, Rare & Endangered Plant Species in Iran.

With Contributions from S.C. Shaw, A. A. Maassoumi, U. Assri, N.

Mazhari and A. Rahmanpour. (ISBN 964-473-061-5, hbk.) Research

Institute of Forests and Rangelands, P.O. Box 1 3 1 H5- 1 1 6, Tehran, IRAN.

Iran 85000 R; Outside 1 100.00. 748 pp., 85 mostly color drawings

and a few color photos.

Iran supports a toial ol arotmd 8, ()()() plant species, and is one of the major centers ol culIc-

mism ( I

."_'" L-iukniic in Iran) in that part of the world. The total number ol listed taxa

b.iscd on defined ll)(!N categories, endemics, vulnerable, and endangered is 2, t()5. For

the category Vtilnerable, A}1 taxa are listed and 2 1 listed for Endangered. Contents lor

Red Dcitci Book of Iriiii. A Preliiiiinury Si/rrey of Endemic. Rare & lltiddugeved PL/iit Spee/es in

lrj>i: List of Figures, Introduction, 'Lhe Piiytogeographical Regions ol Iran, Data (Collec-

tion and AnaK'sis, Results and Discussion, (Concluding Remarks, S|iecies Description, Appendix

I , References, and Index. For each species, the lollowing information is proviiletl: Status

(Fntlangered, Vulnerable, Lower Risk, Data Deficient; Life Form; Distribution; ami I hibitat.

I'he book is printed on quality pLiper and the color p.untmgs aiul photos are very nice.

SiDA IS{ i): 1()<S2. 1999


